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California State Senate

ABEL MALDONADO

FIFTEENTH SENATE DISTRICT

December 7, 2007

Doug Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco:

I understand that the Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST) has applied for a grant from
the Coastal Conservancy to protect Blair Ranch, an 868-acre cattle ranch near Morgan
Hill, which is near my district in Santa Clara County.

The $4.34 million grant will ensure permanent protection of the nearly 6,000 acres of
existing parks and open space in the region as well as provide home to the different
wildlife species in the area, such as the California Tiger Salamander, California Red-
Legged Frog, and many others. In addition, the protection of this property sets a
precedent for future parks projects in this region and supports the conservation
objectives of multiple agencies.

| would appreciate your support on this matter. Please direct your response to me at my
San Jose District Office.

Thank you in advance for your assistance.
Sincerely,
%

ABEL MALDONADO
Senator, 15" District

AM:db

cc: Jeff Melby, Project Manager, California Coastal Conservancy

100 PASEQC DE SAN ANTONIO, SUITE 206 590 CALLE PRINCIPAL 1356 MARSH STREET
SAN JOSE, CA 95113 MONTEREY, CA 93940 SAN LUIS CBISPO, CA 93401
(408) 277-9461 (831) 657-6315 (805) 549-3784

(408) 277-9464 FAX (831) 657-6320 Fax (BOS) 549-37792 Fax
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December 10, 2007

Doug Bosco, Chair

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Peninsula Open Space Trust’s (POST) grant
request to the Coastal Conservancy to protect Blair Ranch, an important landscape in the western
Santa Clara hillsides.

Blair Ranch, an 868-acre cattle ranch near Morgan Hill in Santa Clara County, provides an
important connection to nearly 6,000 acres of existing parks in the region. With a direct transfer
of the land to the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority (SCCOSA), POST and the Coastal
Conservancy will facilitate the permanent protection of this beautiful and ecologically unique
landscape and will ensure its availability for public use and recreation.

I believe the protection of Blair Ranch will have beneficial effects for the entire South Bay. It
will provide potential trail linkages with existing open spaces while also setting an important
precedent for land conservation in an area that is facing significant development pressures. This
cornerstone property will also expand a regional park system that preserves the disappearing
wildlife habitat and landscape of the South Bay as well as support the conservation objectives of
multiple state agencies.
For these reasons, I encourage you to approve POST’s funding request to protect Blair Ranch.
Sincerely,

@ .
JOHN LAIRD, Assemblymember
27® District
JL:cf

£e: Jeff Melby, Project Manager, California Coastal Conservancy
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County of Santa Clara

Parks and Recreation Department

298 Garden Hill Drive

Los Gatos, California 95032-7GG9
(408) 3552200 FAX 355-2200
Reservations (408) 355-2201
www parkhere org

November 26, 2007

Doug Bosco, Chair

Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Blair Property, Santa Clara County
Dear Mr. Bosco:

On behalf of Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department, [ am writing
to support the proposal by the Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST) for a grant
from the Coastal Conservancy to protect Blair Ranch, an important landscape in
the western Santa Clara hillsides.

Blair Ranch, an 868-acre cattle ranch near Morgan Hill in Santa Clara County,
provides an important connection to already nearly 6,000 acres of existing parks
in a region that is increasingly under pressure of development. With a direct
transfer of the land to the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority (SCCOSA),
POST and the Coastal Conservancy will facilitate the permanent protection of
this beautiful and ecologically unique landscape and will ensure its availability
for public use and recreation.

Looking at the future of open space south of San Jose, it is clear that Blair Ranch
is part of a vision of protected open space that will have dramatic and beneficial
effects for the entire South Bay. By providing potential trail linkages with already
existing open spaces, Blair Ranch augments existing parks while also setting a
precedent for land conservation in an area increasingly threatened by
development. The protection of this cornerstone property will expand a regional
park system that preserves the disappearing wildlife habitat and landscape of the
South Bay. In addition, the protection of this property sets a precedent for future
parks projects in this region and supports the conservation objectives of multiple

agencies.
Board of Supervisors: Donald F. Gage. Blanca Alvarado, Pete McHugh, Ken Yeager, Liz Kniss m 03 2007 2
County Executive: Peter Kutras Jr. go12

COASTAL CONSERVANCY
OAKLAND, CALIF.
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With it’s rolling hills, oak woodlands, and unique geology, Blair Ranch is
emblematic of a rural Californian landscape and its diverse ecology. We urge
your support of this important land conservation accomplishment and
encourage you to approve POST’s proposal to protect Blair Ranch.

Sincerely,

Director
Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department

cc Jeff Melby, Project Manager, California Coastal Conservancy
Audrey Rust, President, POST
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November 27, 2007 MIDPENINSULA REGIONAL OPEN SPACE DISTRICT

F CELEBRATING 35 YEARS OF OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION
Doug Bosco, Chair

Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Blair Property, Santa Clara County
Dear Mr. Bosco:

On behalf of Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District, | am writing to support
the proposal by the Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST) for a grant from the
Coastal Conservancy to protect Blair Ranch that is located near Morgan Hill in
Santa Clara County.

This region is increasingly under pressure of development. A direct transfer of
the land to the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority (SCCOSA), POST and
the Coastal Conservancy will facilitate the permanent protection of this beautiful
and ecologically unigue landscape. Protecting Blair Ranch is part of a long-
range vision to secure open space that will have dramatic and beneficial effects
for the entire South Bay.

This land is vital to the community as it provides an important connection to
already nearly 6,000 acres of existing parks. By providing potential trail linkages
with already existing open spaces, Blair Ranch augments existing parks while
also setting a precedent for land conservation in an area increasingly threatened
by development. The protection of this cornerstone property will expand a
regional park system that preserves the disappearing wildlife habitat and
landscape of the South Bay. Furthermore, the protection of this property opens
the way for future parks projects in this region and supports the conservation
objectives of multiple agencies.

With its rolling hills, oak woodlands and unique geology, Blair Ranch is
emblematic of a rural Californian landscape and its diverse ecology. | urge you
to support this important land conservation accomplishment and encourage you
to approve POST's proposal to protect Blair Ranch.

Singerely,

L. Craig Britton
General Manager

Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District RE
330 Distel Circle, Los Altos, CA 94042 CE!l VE )]

9
cc:  Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District Board of Directors NOV 2 9 2007
Jeff Melby, Project Manager, California Coastal Conservancy COASTAL CONSERVANCY

OAKLAND, CALIF.
330 Distel Circle 650-691-1200 info@openspace.org BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Pete Siemens, Mary Davey, Jed Cyr, GENERAL MANAGER:
Los Altos ca 94022-1404 650-691-0485 fax WWww.openspace.org Curt Riffle, Nonette Hanko, Larry Hassett, Kenneth C. Nitz L. Craig Britton
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heNature g 201 Mission Street 4th Floor Tel (415) 777-0487 nature.org

COHSCI‘V&I’IC}-’ = San Francisco, California 94105 Fax (415) 777-0244

Protecting nature. Preserving life.

November 30, 2007

Doug Bosco, Chair
Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Blair Property, Santa Clara County

Dear Mr. Bosco:

On behalf of The Nature Conservancy (TNC), I am writing to support the proposal by
the Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST) for a grant from the Coastal Conservancy to
protect Blair Ranch. Blair Ranch is an ecologically significant property in the foothills of
the Santa Cruz Mountains, which have been identified by TNC as an important
conservation area for protecting the unique biodiversity of California’s Central Coast.

Blair Ranch, an 868-acre cattle ranch near Morgan Hill in western Santa Clara County, is
emblematic of a rural Californian landscape and its diverse ecology. The property
supports significant natural communities including blue and valley oak woodlands, as
well as serpentine grasslands, habitat for a number of rare, endemic wildflower species.

In addition, Blair Ranch provides an important connection to an existing network of
parks comprising nearly 6,000 acres in a region that is increasingly under pressure of
development. With a direct transfer of the land to the Santa Clara County Open Space
Authority (SCCOSA), POST and the Coastal Conservancy will facilitate the permanent
protection of this beautiful and ecologically unique landscape. In addition, the
protection of Blair Ranch sets a precedent for future parks projects in this region and
supports the conservation objectives of multiple agencies.

We urge your support of this important land conservation accomplishment and
encourage you to approve POST’s proposal to protect Blair Ranch.

Sincerely, -
Wty Mulet
Wendy Millét

Associate State Director, California Program

cc:  Jeff Melby, Project Manager, California Coastal Conservancy

@ 100% post-consumer malerials
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November 20. 2007

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chair

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" Floor

Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Blair Property, Santa Clara County
Dear Mr. Bosco:

On behalf of the Bay Area Open Space Council, | am writing to support
the proposal by the Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST) for a grant from
the Coastal Conservancy to protect Blair Ranch, an important landscape
in the western Santa Clara hillsides.

Blair Ranch, an 868-acre cattle ranch near Morgan Hill in Santa Clara
County, provides an important connection to already nearly 6,000 acres
of existing parks in a region that is increasingly under pressure of
development. With a direct transfer of the land to the Santa Clara County
Open Space Authority (SCCOSA), POST and the Coastal Conservancy
will facilitate the permanent protection of this beautiful and ecologically
unique landscape and will ensure its availability for public use and
recreation.

Blair Ranch is part of a vision of protected open space that will have
dramatic and beneficial effects for the entire South Bay. By providing
potential trail linkages with aiready existing open spaces, Blair Ranch
augments existing parks while also setting a precedent for land
conservation in an area increasingly threatened by development. The
protection of this cornerstone property will expand a regional park system
that preserves the disappearing wildlife habitat and landscape of the
South Bay. In addition, the protection of this property sets a precedent for
future parks projects in this region and supports the conservation
objectives of numerous agencies.

We urge your support of this important land conservation accomplishment
and encourage you to approve POST’s proposal to protect Blair Ranch.

Be K. ng

Executive Director
Bay Area Open Space Council

Sincer Iy

RECEIVED

NOV 2 1 2007

COASTAL CONSERVANCY
OAKLAND, CALIF.

BAY AREA OPEN SPACE COUNCIL

Bettina Ring, Executive Director
171 Crescent Road, San Anselmo, CA 949640 e phone & fax: 415-460-1540
bettina@openspacecouncil.org « www.openspacecouncil.org
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Greenbett Lotteance
PROTECTING OPEN SPACE AND PROMOTING LIVABLE COMMUNITIES

December 7, 2007

Doug Bosco, Chair
Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Blair Property, Santa Clara County
Dear Mr. Bosco:

On behalf of Greenbelt Alliance, I am writing to support the proposal by the Peninsula Open
Space Trust (POST) for a grant from the Coastal Conservancy to protect Blair Ranch, an
important landscape in the western Santa Clara hillsides.

Blair Ranch, an 868-acre cattle ranch near Morgan Hill in Santa Clara County, provides an
important connection to nearly 6,000 acres of existing parks in a region that is increasingly under
pressure of development. With a direct transfer of the land to the Santa Clara County Open Space
Authority (SCCOSA), POST and the Coastal Conservancy will facilitate the permanent protection
of this beautiful and ecologically unique landscape and will ensure its availability for public use
and recreation.

Looking at the future of open space south of San Jose, it is clear that Blair Ranch is part of a vision
of protected open space that will have dramatic and beneficial effects for the entire South Bay. As
the region learns to deal with a growing population, Greenbelt Alliance will continue to promote
infill developments near transit. Protecting valuable open space will offer residents a nearby
opportunity to escape into and appreciate untouched nature. These lands also play an important
role in water quality and help preserve the disappearing wildlife habitat and landscape of the
South Bay.

With its rolling hills, oak woodlands, and unique geology, Blair Ranch is emblematic of a rural
Californian landscape and its diverse ecology. We urge your support of this important land
conservation accomplishment and encourage you to approve POST’s proposal to protect Blair
Ranch.

Sincerely,

Mt &’%“’& &

South Bay Field Representative

cc: Jeff Melby, Project Manager, California Coastal Conservancy

Greenbelt Alliance Main Office: 631 Howard Street, Suite 510, San Francisco, CA 94105 415.543.6771
South Bay Office: 1922 The Alameda, Suite 213, San Jose, CA 95126 408.983.0856





